
 

and 

 

Data from the most recent National Homicide Monitoring Program Statistical Report 

Homicide in Australia 2018–19 shows that:  

• There were 224 homicide incidents recorded in Australia between 1 July 2018 and 30 

June 2019, an increase of 27 incidents from the previous year. There were 238 victims 

of homicide and 267 identified homicide offenders during this period. 

• The domestic homicide incident rate was 0.30 per 100,000 in 2018–19, similar to the 

acquaintance homicide rate of 0.33 per 100,000. The stranger homicide rate was 0.13 

per 100,000. 

• There were 48 intimate partner homicides in 2018–19, including 35 of women and 13 

of men. The female intimate partner homicide victimisation rate was 0.35 per 100,000, 

the second lowest rate recorded since 1989–90. 

The report is available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr34 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Homicide in Australia 2017-18 

 

This Statistical Report Homicide in Australia 2017–18 draws on data from the 

National Homicide Monitoring Program, a national collection of homicide 

incident, victim and offender data from 1989–90.  

• There were 196 homicide incidents recorded in Australia between 1 July 

2017 and 30 June 2018, a decrease of 35 incidents from the previous 

year. 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=8fad7a08b1&e=fe2759b100


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Deaths in custody in Australia dashboard 
The Deaths in custody in Australia dashboard was released on 7 June 2022. The dashboard 

presents quarterly deaths in prison and police custody data for the most recent five-year 

period. 

 

The dashboard has been created to enhance the timeliness of deaths in custody reporting, with 

data updated two months after the end of each quarter. 

 

Data from the most recent quarter (1 January to 31 March 2022) show:  

• There were 27 deaths in custody: 4 Indigenous deaths, 22 non-Indigenous deaths and 

one death where the Indigenous status of the deceased was unknown 

• Of the 4 Indigenous deaths, two were in prison custody and two in police custody. All 

deceased were male. One death was self-inflicted, two deaths were accidental and one 

manner of death unknown 

• Of the 22 non-Indigenous deaths, 21 were in prison custody and one in police custody. 

All but two of the deceased were male. Eleven deaths were from natural causes, five 

were self-inflicted, one from justifiable homicide and five manner of death unknown. 

• The domestic homicide rate in 2017–18 was 0.30 per 100,000, similar to 

the acquaintance homicide rate of 0.27 per 100,000. 

• There were 46 intimate partner homicides in 2017–18. The female 

intimate partner homicide rate was 0.33 per 100,000, the lowest rate 

recorded since the commencement of the NHMP. 

• There were 202 victims of homicide, of whom 68 percent (n=138) were 

male. 

• The Indigenous homicide victimisation rate was 3.13 per 100,0000 

compared with 0.71 per 100,000 for non-Indigenous persons. 

• Male-on male acquaintance homicides accounted for the largest number 

of homicide incidents (n=53, 27%), followed by male-on-female intimate 

partner homicide (n=33, 17%) and male-on-male stranger homicide 

(n=21, 10%). 

• Nineteen percent of male homicide offenders (n=34) and 29 percent of 

female offenders (n=10) had a known history of domestic violence. 

 The report is released in conjunction with the Homicide in Australia 2016–17 

Statistical Report. 

Both of these papers are available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr23 and https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr22 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=5f6ba5b67b&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=ed38d7b7bd&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=26aedb466b&e=fe2759b100


To view the new Deaths in custody in Australia dashboard visit 

https://www.aic.gov.au/statistics/deaths-custody-australia 

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

New AIC National Deaths in Custody Program report released 

today  

Data from the most recent National Deaths in Custody Program Statistical 

Report Deaths in custody in Australia 2020–21 shows that:  

• In the 30 years since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 

Custody (1991), there have been 489 Indigenous deaths in custody. 

• In 2020–21 there were 82 deaths in custody: 66 in prison custody and 16 

in police custody. Of these, there were 12 Indigenous deaths in prison 

custody and three Indigenous deaths in police custody. 

• Of the deaths in prison custody for which the manner of death was 

known, most were due to natural causes (62%, n=36), exceeding self-

inflicted deaths (36%, n=21) for the eighteenth year in a row. However, 

the number of self-inflicted deaths was the greatest recorded since 2002–

03. 

• In 2020–21 there were six police shootings and one self-inflicted shooting in 

police custody.   

Read: Deaths in custody in Australia 2020-21 

More information: https://www.aic.gov.au/media-centre/news/new-deaths-

custody-report-released-0 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

New AIC report tracks changes in deaths in custody 

 

Data from the most recent National Deaths in Custody Program Statistical Report 

Deaths in custody in Australia 2019–20 shows that:  

• In the 29 years since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 

(1991), there have been 471 Indigenous deaths in custody. 

• In 2019–20, there were 113 deaths in custody: 89 in prison custody and 24 in 

police custody. Of these, there were 13 Indigenous deaths in prison custody and 

three Indigenous deaths in police custody. 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=78ed95e6ab&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=fc28399a25&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=1a5a90ef22&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=1a5a90ef22&e=fe2759b100


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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• Of the deaths in prison custody for which the manner of death was known, most 

were due to natural causes (75%, n=59). This was true for both Indigenous 

(89%, n=8) and non-Indigenous (73%, n=51) prisoners. 

• Sixteen deaths in police custody were police shootings. This was the highest 

number of police shootings recorded in all years of deaths in police custody data. 

Read: Deaths in custody in Australia 2019-20 

Firearm theft in Australia 2018 

 

This Statistical Report Firearm theft in Australia 2018 was commissioned by Operation 

Athena to examine recent patterns of firearm theft.   

• There were 847 incidents of firearm theft in which 2,425 firearms were reported 

stolen between 1 January and 31 December 2018. This represents a 15 percent 

increase in reported incidents and 35 percent increase in reported stolen 

firearms compared with 2008–09. 

• An average of 202 firearms were reported stolen each month. Most thefts 

(n=508, 60%) were multiple firearm theft incidents. 

• Most stolen firearms were Category A and B firearms. Category C (n=29) and 

Category D (n=8) firearms made up no more than one percent of stolen firearms 

and Category H firearms made up four percent (n=99). 

• Almost all incidents targeted residential premises (n=684, 81%). Fifty-eight 

percent (n=1,402) of firearms were stolen from the dwelling and 24 percent 

(n=580) from a garage, shed or outbuilding adjacent to the dwelling. 

• The largest proportion of theft incidents occurred in inner regional (n=244, 30%) 

and outer regional (n=250, 31%) areas. This represents a shift in the last 

decade from major cities as the primary site of firearm theft. 

• Stolen firearms had been secured in a firearm safe or similar approved 

receptacle in 73 percent (n=425) of incidents where data were available. This is 

an increase from the 60 percent storage compliance recorded in the previous 

decade. 

 This paper is available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr24 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=cd348b52dc&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=3e8dbbb62f&e=fe2759b100


New research reveals the extent of ransomware among Australian computer users, 

including small business operators 

   

• Nearly five percent of those surveyed had ever been a victim of ransomware, while 

two percent of respondents had experienced ransomware in the last 12 months. 

• Small to medium enterprise owners were twice as likely as other respondents to have 

been the victim of ransomware attacks in the past year and were more likely to have 

paid the ransom. 

• Most ransomware victims did not pay the ransom. The advice given to ransomware 

victims was an important factor in their decision to pay the ransom or not. 

Read: Ransomware victimisation among Australian computer users 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Commonwealth fraud investigations 2017-18 

and 2018-19 

 

The Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC) has released three new statistical 

reports examining fraud against the Commonwealth:  

• Commonwealth fraud investigations 2017–18 and 2018–19 

The Australian Institute of Criminology has released a new 

Statistical Bulletin on fraud against the Commonwealth in 2019-

20.     

• Compared with the previous year, there were more allegations of internal 

fraud but fewer allegations of external fraud in 2019–20. 

• The number of internal fraud investigations commenced was similar in 

2019–20 to 2018–19, but fewer external fraud investigations 

commenced. 

• The amounts lost to internal ($2,977,152) and external fraud 

($191,523,951) in 2019–20 were both larger than the amounts lost to 

these fraud types in 2018–19.  

Read: Fraud against the Commonwealth 2019-20 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=04d8083802&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=b348083594&e=fe2759b100


• Fraud against the Commonwealth: The most harmful frauds 2016–17 to 

2018–19 

• Commonwealth fraud investigations 2017–18 and 2018–19: Appendix 

The statistical report, Commonwealth fraud investigations 2017–18 and 2018–

19, provides statistics and analysis on the investigations commenced and 

finalised by Commonwealth entities in 2017–18 and 2018–19, with 

comparisons made to 2016–17. The statistical report, Fraud against the 

Commonwealth: The most harmful frauds 2016–17 to 2018–19, provides 

statistics and analysis of the most harmful internal and external frauds that 

were investigated by Commonwealth entities in each of the financial years 

examined.  

• In 2018–19, 188 entities were invited to participate in the census, with 

157 (84%) participating (156 being included for data analysis – one 

being incomplete). 

• In 2018–19, there were 1,356 internal fraud investigations finalised, a 

decrease of 22 percent from 2017–18. This was associated with 

$2,775,917 in losses to internal fraud, a decrease of 59 percent from 

2017–18. 

• In 2018–19, there were 5,404 external fraud investigations finalised, a 

decrease of 43 percent from 2017–18. However, this was associated 

with a 73 percent increase in external losses from 2017–18, with a total 

loss to external fraud in 2018–19 of $146,904,811. 

• Up to eight percent of all Commonwealth agency resources are 

potentially affected by fraud. 

• The Australian Federal Police (AFP) investigated 28 fraud matters worth 

$411,422. 

• In 2018–19, the Commonwealth Department of Public Prosecutions 

(CDPP) prosecuted 717 fraud matters worth over $46m, and obtained 

590 convictions, 24 percent of which were imprisonment, an 

imprisonment-rate increase of seven percent from 17 percent observed 

in 2016–17. 



 

• In 2018–19, there were only 19 descriptions of the most harmful internal 

frauds, however the total cost of these accounted for 38 percent of the 

total monies lost to internal fraud. 

• For external fraud in 2018–19, there were only 28 descriptions of the 

most harmful external instances, and unlike the most harmful internal 

fraud, these only accounted for three percent of the total monies lost to 

external fraud. 

• Observed increases in fraud across all the reports may be due to an 

increase in fraud being perpetrated or due to greater detection by 

entities. 

These papers are available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr25 and https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr26  

 

  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

New drug market indicator framework to monitor methamphetamine 

supply, demand and harm 

   

• Monitoring drug price, purity, availability, use and harms is critical to 

understanding & responding to methamphetamine markets. 

• The Drug Market Indicator Framework uses Drug Use Monitoring in 

Australia data to measure trends in methamphetamine supply, demand 

and harm. The framework is being used to monitor the impact of COVID-

19 on methamphetamine markets. 

• Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic there were consistent increases in the 

prevalence, frequency and quantity of methamphetamine use, and 

corresponding increases in dependence, overdose and 

methamphetamine-related criminal offending. 

The report is available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr33 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=98d8a986ba&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=8c2dbb1912&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=dbb595f200&e=fe2759b100


Drug use monitoring in Australia: Drug use among 

police detainees, 2019 

 

The Statistical Report Drug use monitoring in Australia: Drug use among police detainees, 

2019 summarises data collected for the Drug Use Monitoring in Australia (DUMA) program 

between January and December 2019. The DUMA program measures drug use and offending 

among arrestees detained at police stations and watch houses across the nation. In 2019, 2,330 

detainees participated in the DUMA program at sites in Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, and 

Bankstown and Surry Hills in Sydney. Of these, 867 provided a urine sample for drug 

analysis.  

• In 2019, 78 percent (n=676) of detainees tested positive to at least one type of drug 

and 44 percent (n=382) tested positive to more than one drug type. 

• Detainees most commonly tested positive to methamphetamine (51%, n=444), 

followed by cannabis (45%, n=390), benzodiazepines (24%, n=207), opioids (19%, 

n=167) and cocaine (2%, n=16). 

• Detainees also reported that methamphetamine was the most readily available illicit 

drug in Australia, with 84 percent (n=913) of users rating availability as high or very 

high. 

• Almost half of all detainees attributed their detention to either illicit drug or alcohol 

use (45%, n=1,034). Thirty-three percent (n=760) of detainees reported that illicit drug 

use was the reason for their detention, compared with 16 percent (n=376) for alcohol 

use. 

• Methamphetamine use accounted for most of the association between illicit drugs and 

offending, with 83 percent attributing their MSO to methamphetamine (n=629). Fewer 

detainees attributed their offending to cannabis, heroin or MDMA use. 

• Methamphetamine use predominately contributed to drug (39%, n=62) and property 

(37%, n=215) offences. 

The report is available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr30 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Why Australian police detainees choose to use (or 

not use) non-prescribed fentanyl 
 

The Statistical Bulletin “Why Australian police detainees choose to use (or not use) non-prescribed 

fentanyl” uses data from the Australian Institute of Criminology’s Drug Use Monitoring in Australia 

program, which measures drug use and offending among arrestees detained at police stations and 

watch houses across the nation.  

• The main reason police detainees started and continued using non-prescribed fentanyl was 
to achieve intoxication. Reducing physical pain, drug withdrawal symptoms and mental 
distress also motivated initiation and particularly continuation of fentanyl use. 

• Although most non-users said they would be unlikely or very unlikely to ever use non-
prescribed fentanyl if given the opportunity (mostly because they had no desire to 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=65b9e337f8&e=fe2759b100


experience its effects), a small proportion of non-users said they would be likely or very likely 
use the drug, mainly for the purpose of achieving intoxication. 

• A prior history of drug use and dependence was more likely among non-users who would be 
willing to try fentanyl (relative to those who would not be willing) and those who continued 
to use fentanyl after initially trying the drug (relative to those who discontinued use). 

• The risk of overdose or dependence from fentanyl was rated as high among both non-
prescription users and non-users, however, perceived risk of overdose did not predict 
whether someone would be willing to use fentanyl if given the opportunity. 

• One-fifth of non-prescribed users said they used fentanyl as a more potent substitute for 
other drugs, suggesting that fentanyl’s extremely high potency may be an attractive feature 
to some users. 

The paper is available for free download on the AIC website: https://aic.gov.au/publications/sb/sb26 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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How and where police detainees obtain 

methamphetamine 
 

The Statistical Bulletin How and where police detainees obtain methamphetamine 

utilises data from the Australian Institute of Criminology’s Drug Use Monitoring in 

Australia program, which measures drug use and other offending among arrestees 

detained at police stations and watch houses across the nation. 

   

• Almost two-thirds (64%, n=424) of police detainees obtained methamphetamine 

from someone they knew, including purchasing or receiving it from a family 

member, friend or acquaintance. 

• Twenty–eight percent (n=187) of police detainees purchased methamphetamine 

from a dealer. 

• Police detainees were most likely to obtain methamphetamine at the home of a 

known person, including a family member, friend or acquaintance (37%, n=243). 

• Police detainees were most likely to obtain methamphetamine through closed 

drug markets using social supply. However, police detainees with more harmful 

patterns of use, such as those reporting dependence and injecting use of 

methamphetamine, also utilised semi-open markets, including purchasing from 

a dealer in homes. 

The paper is available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://aic.gov.au/publications/sb/sb23 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=e8c7e0484d&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=e9be068e32&e=fe2759b100


Identity crime and misuse in Australia, 2019 

 

The Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC) has released three new statistical reports 

examining identity crime and misuse in Australia:  

• Identity crime and misuse in Australia, 2019 

• Counting the costs of identity crime and misuse in Australia, 2018-19 

• Identity crime and misuse in Australia: Results of the 2019 online survey 

 

Identity crime and misuse in Australia 2019 examines the nature, extent and impact of 

identity crime and misuse in Australia for the year 2018–19. 

 

This report presents data from Commonwealth, state and territory agencies as well as from the 

private sector and other non-government sources. 

 

The Australian Institute of Criminology, within the Home Affairs portfolio, publishes this 

information as a key initiative of the National Identity Security Strategy. 

 

Data collected from a range of stakeholders from government, law enforcement and private 

sector industry help policymakers raise awareness of identity crime and reduce its impact 

throughout Australia. 

 

Counting the costs of identity crime and misuse in Australia, 2018-19 provides detailed 

information on the methodology and results of the most recent estimate of the cost and 

impact of identity crime and misuse on the Australian economy for the 2018–19 

financial year. 

 

The estimated cost of identity crime in Australia in 2018–19 (including direct and indirect 

costs) was $3.1b—17 percent more than in 2015–16. 

 

These findings demonstrate a considerable increase in the financial losses experienced by 

government, law enforcement, industry and individuals through both direct and indirect costs 

associated with identity crime. 

 

Identity crime and misuse in Australia: Results of the 2019 online survey presents the 

findings of the latest survey of identity crime and misuse undertaken by the Australian 

Institute of Criminology as part of the Australian Government’s National Identity 

Security Strategy. 

 

In 2019, nearly 10,000 people from across Australia were surveyed about their experience of 

victimisation over their lifetime and during the preceding 12 months. 

 

The survey results for 2019 are compared with those of the 2018 identity crime survey. 

 

The 2019 survey found 25 percent of respondents had experienced misuse of their personal 

information at some time during their life, with nearly 12 percent experiencing it in the 

previous 12 months. 



 

Eighty percent of these identity crime victims also reported a financial loss as a result. 

 

The average amount lost in 2019 ($3,916) was noticeably larger than in 2018 ($2,234). 

 

These papers are available for free download on the AIC website: 

https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr27, https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr28 and 

https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr29. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=b10c92a8f4&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=20a1e584df&e=fe2759b100
https://aic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac750f1cf59ae652b908862f2&id=f0be1d4072&e=fe2759b100

