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Family Court Access 

Free Access  Special Issue Articles   

COVID 19: A catalyst to automate protection order 

petitions to support self‐represented litigants  Ayyoub Ajmi 

Key points for practitioners  

• COVID-19 required innovation to expand access to legal services by survivors seeking orders of 
protection from abuse. 

• Online portals can provide education and an automated process for applying for protective 
orders that is superior to paper or even online forms. 

• Open-access low-cost tools are available for building and implementing automated solutions for 
access to justice. 

• Building online solutions for access to justice requires an investment in convening stakeholders 
to discover opportunities and barriers and a phased implementation with testing and feedback. 
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Lack Of Oversight Apparent In COVID-19 

Outbreak in Prisons, Jails   

 

Prisons and jails are considered closed facilities. Few visitors gain access to them even 
though they house people for months, years, decades, and, sometimes, entire lifetimes. As 
Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote in a 2015 opinion, "Prisoners are shut away-out of sight, out 
of mind" while their conditions of confinement are "too easily ignored" by the public. 

 

Read More 
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Federal Criminal Trials Up 15 Percent Last Year 

Amid COVID-19 
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The number of federal criminal cases increased by about one percent last year as COVID-19 
disruptions continue to affect the federal court system, court administrators said in an annual 
report. The criminal case total has dropped 20 percent over the last decade, reports 
Courthouse News Service. 

 

Read More 
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Open Access  ARTICLES  

Pandemic vulnerability, policy feedback and support for 

immigration: Evidence from Asia Siu-yau Lee, Samson Yuen, Nick H. K. Or, Edmund 

W. Cheng, Ricci P. H. Yue 
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The Conversation UK 

‘We suppressed our scientific imagination’: four 
experts examine the big successes and failures of the 
COVID response so far 

'We suppressed our scientific imagination': four experts examine the big successes and failures of the 

COVID response so far (theconversation.com) 
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Open Access  Original Articles  

Covid‐19, social restrictions, and mental distress among young 

people: a UK longitudinal, population‐based study  

Gemma Knowles, Charlotte Gayer-Anderson, Alice Turner, Lynsey Dorn, Joseph Lam, Samantha Davis, 

Rachel Blakey, Katie Lowis, Schools Working Group , Young Persons Advisory Group , Vanessa Pinfold, 

Natalie Creary, Jacqui Dyer, Stephani L. Hatch, George Ploubidis, Kamaldeep Bhui, Seeromanie Harding, 

Craig Morgan 
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University about efforts to promote COVID-19 vaccinations among prison staff and residents in California and 

other states.  
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HMPPS COVID-19 statistics : February 2022 

Page summary: Official Statistics release providing monthly data of COVID-19 

in HM Prison and Probation Service in England and Wales. 
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DOJ-U.S.A Names Prober for COVID Relief Fraud, Estimated at 

$8 Billion  
DOJ Names Prober For COVID Relief Fraud, Estimated at $8 Billion (ncja.org) 
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Democratic Lawmakers Pressure White House to End Title 42 

COVID-19 Border Expulsions Dems Pressure White House to End Title 42 COVID-19 

Border Expulsions (ncja.org) 
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PRISON POLICY INITIATIVE U.S.A. 

The prison context itself undermines public health 

and vaccination efforts 

A new report from the Correctional Association of New York reveals 

why some people in prison are reluctant to get the COVID-19 vaccine 

and a lot of it has to do with distrust in the correctional system. by 

Emily Widra 
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Compulsory Childhood Vaccination: Human Rights, Solidarity, and 
Best Interests  David Archard et al.  in Medical Law Review  Medical Law Review, Volume 

29, Issue 4, Autumn 2021, Pages 716–727, https://doi.org/10.1093/medlaw/fwab024 
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Criminal Justice Research Library News COVID-19 

• The Novel Coronavirus and Enforcement of the New Separate System in 
Prisons by Michael Klein et al, March, 2022 
"All regions report that they gave more [COVID-19] protections to officers as 
compared with inmates. Several regions also show substantial differences between 
the policy responses for these two groups."  

• Canary in the Coal Mine: A Profile of Staff COVID Deaths in the Texas 
Prison System by Alexi Jones, Michele Deitch, and Alycia Welch, Prison 
and Jail Innovation Lab, February, 2022 
"A total of 78 TDCJ employees have died from COVID... With 26 deaths for every 
10,000 TDCJ employees, Texas has the highest rate of staff deaths among the largest 
prison systems in the country and the second highest rate of death nationwide."  

• "My Greatest Fear is To Be a Lab Rat For the State": COVID-19 and 
Vaccine Hesitancy in NYS Prisons by Correctional Association of New 
York, January, 2022 
"Of 166 respondents, 42.7% said that DOCCS administering the vaccine would make 
them less likely to accept the vaccine (n=71)."  

• Prisons, Nursing Homes, and Medicaid: A COVID-19 Case Study in Health 
Injustice by Mary Crossley, 2021 
"This essay highlights the experiences of Black people and disabled people, and how 
societal choices have caused them to experience the brunt of the pandemic. It will 
focus on prisons and nursing homes--institutions that emerged as COVID-19 
hotspots."  
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RESEARCH ARTICLES  

Cracks before the crisis: Polarization prior to COVID‐19 predicts 

increased collective angst and economic pessimism  Charlie R. Crimston, 

Hema Preya Selvanathan, Belén Álvarez, Jolanda Jetten, Sarah Bentley, Bruno Gabriel Salvador Casara, 

Octavia Ionescu, Henning Krug, Niklas K. Steffens, Porntida Tanjitpiyanond, Susilo Wibisono 
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Not Dying Alone: the Need to Democratize Hospital Visitation 
Policies During Covid-19   Maayan Sudai  in Medical Law Review  Medical Law 

Review, Volume 29, Issue 4, Autumn 2021, Pages 613–
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The Stumbling Balance between Public Health and Privacy amid the 
Pandemic in China  Shen Kui  in The Chinese Journal of Comparative Law 

The Chinese Journal of Comparative Law, Volume 9, Issue 1, June 2021, Pages 25–

50, https://doi.org/10.1093/cjcl/cxaa035 
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COVID-19 and Wildlife Farming in China: Legislating to Protect 
Wild Animal Health and Welfare in the Wake of a Global Pandemic  
Amanda Whitfort in Journal of Environmental Law Journal of Environmental Law, Volume 33, 

Issue 1, March 2021, Pages 57–84, https://doi.org/10.1093/jel/eqaa030 
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Free Access  SPECIAL ISSUES  

Perceived overqualification, felt organizational obligation, and 

extra‐role behavior during the COVID‐19 crisis: The moderating 

role of self‐sacrificial leadership Chia-Huei Wu, Hannah Weisman, Li-Kuo Sung, 

Berrin Erdogan, Talya N. Bauer 
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Practice, Volume 12, Issue 10, December 2021, Pages 734–
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