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Dear all,  

Our final SCCJR Seminar of the series will take place on Friday 14th May at 12-1pm BST (UK Time).  

Title: Influence government: Targeted advertising in PREVENT, criminal justice and beyond 

Speakers:  

Dr Ben Collier, University of Edinburgh and  

Dr Daniel Thomas, University of Strathclyde  

Chaired by Richard Kjellgren, University of Stirling  

Abstract: We have identified an emerging tool being used by the UK government across a range of 
bodies in the service of public policy - the online ad targeting infrastructure, and the practices, 
consultancy firms, and forms of expertise which have grown up around it. Our initial explorations 
involved the use of these tools by the National Crime Agency through PREVENT (which has now 
spread far beyond its initial roots in counter-radicalisation), in which the NCA has intimately linked its 
enforcement practices, information gathering, and the tailoring and targeting of messaging. 

However, our research suggests much broader use is becoming common across government. This 
has fused the behaviourist policies associated with contemporary UK governance with the powerful 
tools for behaviour change created by the platform economy. Beyond the use of algorithms for sorting, 
surveilling, and scoring, this suggests that targeted interventions in the cultural life of communities are 
now a core part of governmental power which is being algorithmically-driven. This paper begins to 
map some of these uses and practices, developing a theoretical argument and ethical critique of what 
this means for the exercise of governmental power in the contemporary UK. 

You can register your place here SCCJR Seminar: Influence government: Targeted advertising in 
PREVENT Tickets, Fri 14 May 2021 at 12:00 | Eventbrite and a Zoom link will be issued nearer the 
time of the event.  

Kind regards,  

Rachelle  

Rachelle Cobain, Centre Communications Officer 

Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research 
Please note I work part-time Mon-Wed 

Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research | School of Social and Political Sciences | University 
of Glasgow | Ivy Lodge | 63 Gibson Street | Glasgow | G12 8LR | University of Glasgow charity 
number SC004401 
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