
Criminal Justice Administrative Records System (CJARS)

Keith Finlay1 and Michael Mueller-Smith2

1U.S. Census Bureau
2University of Michigan

2021-01-27

Abstract

The Criminal Justice Administrative Records System (CJARS) is an integrated data repository
designed to transform research and policy-making in the United States justice system. At the
University of Michigan, CJARS collects longitudinal electronic records from justice-related agencies
and harmonizes these records to track a criminal episode across all stages of the system. At the
Census Bureau, harmonized criminal justice records can be linked at the individual-level with
extensive social, demographic, and economic information from national survey and administrative
data. The CJARS project is a partnership between the Census Bureau and University of Michigan,
with the goal of increasing researcher access to criminal justice data.

Any conclusions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the U.S. Census Bureau. This document meets all of the U.S. Census Bureau Disclosure
Review Board (DRB) standards and has been assigned DRB approval numbers CBDRB-FY19-371
(approved 2019-06-03). All figures and tables are based on data from the University of Michigan
except for those explicitly labeled as sourced from Census Bureau data protected by 13 USC §9a.

The project website is https://cjars.isr.umich.edu.

Data users who have questions about the nature and use of CJARS data may contact
cjars-data-users@umich.edu.
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An Introduction to CJARS: 
A new data platform for integrated 

criminal justice research

Session 1
Friday, March 5, 2021
2:00pm to 3:00pm ET

Session 2
Tuesday, March 9, 2021
10:30am to 11:30am ET

Two opportunities to participate:

Featuring live Q&A with:

Brittany Street
University of Missouri

CJARS Affiliate Researcher

Michael Mueller-Smith
University of Michigan

CJARS Co-Founder

Keith Finlay
U.S. Census Bureau
CJARS Co-Founder

Katie Genadek
U.S. Census Bureau

Economist

Topics to include:
- Contents and coverage of CJARS data infrastructure
- Comparison to existing BJS statistical series
- Opportunities for data linkage in the Federal Statistical Research 

Data Center network
- Application process to work with CJARS data
- Resources available to support early-stage researchers

Registration required: https://forms.gle/xgmobvXtbLKKRFSPA
(Event link will be provided after registering)

https://forms.gle/xgmobvXtbLKKRFSPA

