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This ESRC PhD studentship is a collaboration of the University of Leeds and 

South Yorkshire Police. Drawing primarily on the disciplines of criminology 

and sociology, it will explore the recent reconfiguration of ‘neighbourhood 

policing’ through a discourse of ‘vulnerability’.  

It will explore the extent to and the ways in which the emergence of 

‘vulnerability’ as a core priority within policing potentially reconfigures the 

very purpose of public policing - how ‘demand’ for policing is understood, 

responded to, and managed - at the local, neighbourhood level.  

It will question whether the institutionalisation of ‘vulnerability’ refocuses 

policing priorities and protection onto erstwhile stigmatised populations and 

marginalised groups, traditionally seen as problematic due to their interactions 

with authorities, lifestyles or circumstances, and the extent to which it 

potentially shifts the delivery of policing towards an emphasis on proactive 

prevention and harm minimisation from a public health perspective.  

The successful candidate will work closely with South Yorkshire Police, 

collecting diverse sources of data with which to interrogate the research 

questions including observations, interviews, focus groups and administrative 

data. 

Supervisors: Professors Stuart Lister and Adam Crawford 

  



Funding on offer: Full awards provide UK/EU academic fees and a maintenance grant at 

standard Research Council rates (£15,009 in Session 2019/20) for full-time study, together 

with other allowances if appropriate. EU applicants will be eligible for an award paying 

tuition fees only, except in exceptional circumstances, or where residency has been 

established for more than 3 years prior to the start of the course. 

Contact details: For further information about how to apply please contact the Graduate 

School Office 

e: applypgr.socialsciences@leeds.ac.uk, t: +44 (0)113 34338056 

Further details: https://phd.leeds.ac.uk/project/655-esrc-wrdtp-collaborative-project- 

protecting-the-vulnerable-through-neighbourhood-policing 
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