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Virtual Issue: Modern Abolitionist 
Struggle 

This online-only virtual issue from Social Problems includes an introduction by Irina 

Chukhray. The virtual issue highlights articles from the journal that discuss modern 

abolitionist approaches to social problems. While examining the factors that perpetuate 

racial inequality, the articles are connected thematically through problems such as colorism, 

segregation, resource deprivation, reproduction of inequalities, and possible solutions to 

break the cycle. 

Introduction to the Virtual Issue 

Irina Chukhray 
Download PDF of Introduction 

The 21st century deals with numerous variations of modern slavery. The call to end slavery 

should ideally be an outdated need. The call to recognize the ways in which social structure 

divides and disadvantages communities by race should no longer be necessary. However, to 

discount these critical needs as trite, unessential, and unfounded is to commit a color-blind faux 

pas (Bonilla-Silva and Forman 2000). The color-blind ideology adheres to the perspective that 

disadvantages related to race are issues of the past but current research demonstrates the deep 

flaws of this fallacy by examining factors that perpetuate racial inequality. This first virtual issue 

by Oxford University Press highlights a few articles published in the Social Problems journal that 

explore modern abolitionist approaches to social problems. The articles are thematically 

connected by focusing on issues of colorism, dominance, segregation, resource deprivation, 
reproduction of inequalities, and possible solutions to break the cycle. 

Research paints the story of modern race-related disadvantages with numerous hues, quite 

literally. Ellis P. Monk suggests that skin color continues to predict educational attainment and 

occupational status. This finding demonstrates how the physical element of phenotype operates as 

a life-hindering disadvantage and how research may be underestimating racial inequality by 

avoiding the study of phenotype. The power attached to phenotype relates to issues of dominance 

and superiority over the body. Kimberly Kay Hoang highlights the ways in which men use 

woman’s bodies to assert dominance on either a financial level or a national level. This study 

implies that those in powerful positions continue to use bodies as affirming tools of dominance 
and superiority. 

To maintain dominance and superiority over a community of people unified by disadvantage, the 

process requires the reproduction of inequalities. Jeremy R. Porter, Frank M. Howell, and Lynn 

M. Hempel, for example, examine historical patterns of white families enrolling their children in 

private schools, which facilitates the development of “segregated academies.” This study offers a 

deeper understanding of the phenomenon of racial segregation and how this contemporary 

practice reproduces inequalities. A lack of resources aids the reproduction of inequalities. Jessica 

Halliday Hardie explores how differential access to social capital (i.e. a social tie resource) 

reproduces inequality in educational and occupational trajectories when the high or low status of 

the social tie is associated with the quality and quantity of investment in providing guidance about 

https://static.primary.prod.gcms.the-infra.com/static/site/socpro/document/Chukhray-Abolitionist-Intro.pdf?node=2a1ba8ce6a76fb3ad06a&version=31877:fdc7eaec03309b30290d
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/63/3/413/2468868
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/61/4/507/1631295
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/61/4/576/1631372
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/61/4/576/1631372
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/61/4/576/1631372
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/61/4/576/1631372
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/62/2/241/1616321
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/62/2/241/1616321


college and future occupations. Most troubling is Hardie’s finding that while black students are 

more likely to refer to institutional agents for guidance (e.g., teachers and counselors), the quality 

of that guidance is “questionable” (Hardie 2015: 257). Complementing the work of Porter, 

Howell, and Hempel article, Hardie demonstrates how resources operate as mechanisms aiding in 
the reproduction of inequality. 

Segregation exacerbates the context of a lack of resources. Examining effects of residential 

segregation on educational outcomes, Lincoln Quillian finds that black students from racially 

segregated areas experience lower rates of high school and college graduation. Facilitating the 

pattern of poor life outcomes, Maria G. Rendón illustrates how mechanisms of residential 

segregation, such as urban violence, may function as a catalyst forcing youth to partake in 

behavior that counteracts with educational attainment, thereby hindering further opportunities. 
Quillian and Rendón highlight the wheels in the ongoing cycle of racial inequality. 

The final two articles offer solutions to challenge mechanisms of the reproduction cycle, a cycle 

in which racial inequality can be traced back to dynamics during slavery. Examining the 

relationship between losing one’s home and subsequently losing one’s job, Matthew Desmond 

and Carl Gershenson propose government initiatives as a solution to promote housing stability. 

Such a solution could help break the cycle of disadvantage by implementing a type of safety net. 

To implement such initiatives, individuals advocating social change for the benefit of 
disadvantaged communities must be in positions of power. 

 María Vélez, Christopher Lyons, and Wayne Santoro explore the benefits of black political 

opportunities and black mobilization for improving neighborhoods. This final study underlines the 

role of power in the hands of people vying for social change to benefit disadvantaged 
communities and people with a conscious and explicit interest to tackle ongoing inequalities. 

Articles 

Housing and Employment Insecurity among the Working Poor 
Matthew Desmond and Carl Gershenson (2016) 

The Best Laid Plans: Social Capital in the Development of Girls' Educational 

and Occupational Plans 
Jessica Halliday Hardie (2015) 

Flirting with Capital: Negotiating Perceptions of Pan-Asian Ascendency and 

Western Decline in Global Sex Work 
Kimberly Kay Hoang (2014) 

The Consequences of "Race and Color" in Brazil 
Ellis P. Monk Jr. (2016) 

Old Times Are Not Forgotten: The Institutionalization of Segregationist 

Academies in the American South 

Jeremy R. Porter, Frank M. Howell, and Lynn M. Hempel (2014) 

Does Segregation Create Winners and Losers? Residential Segregation and 

Inequality in Educational Attainment 
Lincoln Quillian (2014) 
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"Caught Up": How Urban Violence and Peer Ties Contribute to High School 

Noncompletion 
Maria G. Rendón (2014) 

The Political Context of the Percent Black-Neighborhood Violence Link: A 

Multilevel Analysis 
María B. Vélez, Christopher J. Lyons, and Wayne A. Santoro (2015) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

SSSP Annual Meeting Collection 

This online-only virtual issue from Social Problems was curated by Akiv Dawson and 

includes an introduction by Marcus A. Brooks. The virtual issue highlights articles from the 

journal that discuss the 2018 Society for the Study of Social Problems annual meeting 

theme, Abolitionist Approaches to Social Problems. The selected articles cover a wide 

variety of topics and are freely accessible for a limited time. 

Introduction to the Virtual Issue 

Marcus A. Brooks 

Download PDF of Introduction 

The theme for the 2018 Society for the Study of Social Problems annual meeting is: Abolitionist 

Approaches to Social Problems. In his statement unveiling the theme of the conference, SSSP 

president Luis A. Fernandez wrote, “It is our hope that this year’s theme provides us with an 

opportunity to have an earnest discussion on the possibilities of developing and implementing 

strategies that eradicate subjugation.” This statement centers the focus of the conference on the 

work involved in dismantling what bell hooks called the White Supremacist Capitalist Patriarchy. 

By highlighting iconic abolitionists like: Gerrit Smith, Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, the 

Grimke sisters, and John Brown, Fernandez suggests that part of the work of activism is doing the 

work to understand the complex histories of social conditions and social movements. To that end, 

in this Virtual Issue of Social Problems we have curated a collection of manuscripts which 

highlight SSSP’s commitment to publishing work which interrogates the conditions of social 
inequality and highlights how activists enact an abolitionist approach to social problems. 

The manuscripts collected in this issue represent the broad range of discourses on social 

movements and activism centered on abolition. Meyer and Rohlinger (2012) use historical 

analysis of social movements to illustrate how cultural myths about social movements 

oversimplify the processes of abolitionist activism. They stress the importance of understanding 

how society interprets past social movements, because “they may lead us to misunderstand the 

past and make misjudgments about collective action and social change in the future.” A 

multifaceted understanding of social movements provide space for activists to articulate new 

paradigms of resistance. Valocchi (2017) draws upon that complex understanding to indict 

capitalism with influencing cultural attitudes about gay identity which influence the perceived 

place of LGBT people within society. The complexity of systematic violence and repression is 

borne out by Waegel (1984) and Fujiwara (2005). Waegel’s (1984) piece investigates how police, 

and The Police, negotiate the shooting of civilians and represents the important role of researchers 

who continue to bring light to issues which are perpetually salient and increasingly complicated as 

presented by Smith and Holmes (2014). Like Waegel (1984), Fujiwara (2005) underscores the 
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importance of narrative framing as part of the process of an abolitionist movement. These pieces 

use research to systemically describe how institutions use their power to negatively frame 
populations deemed problematic and to ameliorate the perception of harm caused by their actions. 

Jenness (1995) and Armenta (2016) present work which centers on the techniques of social 

movement activists. Jenness (1995), like Fujiwara (2005), emphasizes community mobilization 

efforts which document bias incidents and attempt to disenfranchise marginalized 

communities. Armenta (2016) represents a space in the social movement literature which focuses, 

not on activists, but on law enforcement. This, along with several other pieces, make clear that 

abolitionists’ priority with dismantling systems, as opposed to accepting platitudes of “trust and 

communication” between law enforcement and the community, operates at a societal level. This 

level acknowledges the work of individual actors, both within social movements and counter 

movements (Mottl 1980) but makes clear the fact that individual actors operate as components of 

larger systems which either perpetuate the system of White Supremacist Capitalist Patriarchy or 

work to dismantle it. These articles provide the reader with a bedrock upon which they may 

continue to build their understanding of the historical, political, and social complexities involved 

in social movement activism which work toward the dismantling of systems of oppression and 
exploitation. 

It is our hope that this collection of articles will serve as a preamble which will prepare the reader 

to engage with their peers in discussing and planning their roles in Abolitionist Approaches to 

Social Problems. 
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Between Public Service and Social Control: Policing Dilemmas in the Era of 

Immigration Enforcement 
Amada Armenta (2016) 

Immigrant Rights Are Human Rights: The Reframing of Immigrant Entitlement 
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Gay/Lesbian Movement and Violence Against Gays and Lesbians as a Social 
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Big Books and Social Movements: A Myth of Ideas and Social Change 
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Capitalisms and Gay Identities: Towards a Capitalist Theory of Social 

Movements 
Stephen Valocchi (2017) 

How Police Justify the Use of Deadly Force 
William B. Waegel (1984) 
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