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'Crossover kids': Offending by child protection-involved 

youth 

The AIC has released a Criminology Research Grant-funded study by Monash 

University that examines involvement in the criminal justice system among a sample 

of young people who were also involved in the child protection system. 

 

The 2016-18 Crossover Kids Study involved a detailed audit of Children's Court files 

of 300 crossover children before three Victorian Children Courts, including both 

Criminal Division and Family Division files. 

 

Key findings from this study include: 

 Experiences of neglect (67%) and physical abuse (60%) were widespread 

among this population, with each child experiencing an average 5.4 adverse 

events. 

 At least 42 percent of crossover children spent time in youth justice custody 

and 12 percent received a custodial sentence. 

 Experiencing neglect predicted earlier criminal justice contact. Neglected 

crossover children were twice as likely to be first charged with an offence 

before the age of 14 compared with other crossover children. 

 The number of charges recorded against crossover children was influenced by 

a range of life events. For example, parental death before the age of 10 

increased the number of charges by 26 on average; substance misuse was 

associated with an increase of 20 charges on average; and being in residential 

care for 18 months or longer was associated with an increase of 15 charges 

on average. 

 Seventy-three percent of children had misused substances (drugs and/or 

alcohol) and 40 percent had used 'hard drugs' (crystal methamphetamine, 

other amphetamines, heroin or inhalants). Conversely drug offences ranked as 

the lowest current and prior alleged offence type. 

The study concludes by identifying areas for policy development, including the need 



 

for early parental support to prevent child maltreatment; the importance of diversion 

away from the criminal justice system for this group; and the need to develop 

targeted youth justice responses that address the complex needs of crossover 

children. 

 

The Trends and Issues paper is available for download on the AIC website: 

https://aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi582 

 

The full report is available for download from the Criminology Research Grant 

website: https://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/ 
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