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Introduction 

This special collection of BJC articles has been curated in accordance with the British Society 

of Criminology’s 2019 annual conference theme: ‘Public Criminologies: Community, 

Conflict and Justice’.  

This theme explores the prospects for criminology to ‘bridge the gap’ between academic 

knowledge and public discourse, and considers questions about the role and value of 

criminology in a democratic society.  

The current context, when populist political rhetoric seems to be questioning the very need for 

academic expertise and evidence, calls for disciplinary reflection on these emerging political 

realities and public discourses. 

• How can criminologists find a voice that articulates for collective good in an insecure and 

intensely mediated world? 

• What does it mean to conceptualise criminology as a civic enterprise?  

• How do, and how should, the practitioners of criminology as a reflexive discipline deploy 

their energy to engage with politics, public policy and public discourses as citizens in a 

participatory democracy?  

• To what extent can criminology address issues of power, marginalisation, intersectionality 

and justice? 

In this era where the idea of crime and criminality is being mobilised to justify punitive 

border control regimes in countries as diverse as America and India, where feminist 
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challenges to traditional gender regimes and inequalities are being met with backlash through 

social media and government policies, and where the credibility of evidence and academic 

research is under attack from populist mobilisations across the world, the themes of 

community, conflict and justice signal some of these challenges and possibilities that this 

enterprise of reflexivity and deliberative democracy poses for criminologists. 
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