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Call for manuscripts for a special issue on: 

The Neutralization of Corporate Crime: Organizational and State-Facilitated Denials of 

Corporate Harm and Wrongdoing 

 

Corporate responses to criminal allegations usually involve attempts to either deny any 

wrongdoing, or employ neutralizations as a way to explain their activities. Typically, it is the 

officers and directors of the firm who attempt to justify the corporation’s actions to the public, 

the media, their shareholders, and if necessary even before the court. These exercises in 

corporate self-defense are aimed at protecting the corporation’s image and legitimacy, and 

belong to a broader category of offender neutralizations and denials. Furthermore, these 

corporate neutralizations and denials of harm and wrongdoing can be allowed and aided by 

state actors, for example, through allowing a firm to pay a hefty fine, yet, admit to no 

wrongdoing or through enabling/allowing corporate harm via de-regulation.  

To further discussion on the current state on the use of denials and neutralizations by 

corporations, we hereby invite original scholarly work on organizational and state-facilitated 

denials of corporate harm and wrongdoing for a special issue of the Journal of White Collar 

and Corporate Crime. 

Manuscripts considered for publication in this special issue can focus on a variety of topics, 

including but not limited to: a. corporation’s official responses to allegations of crime b. 

corporate litigation strategies c. theoretical developments of neutralizations in a corporate 

context d. the role of state facilitation of corporate denials and neutralizations  e. the use of 

media, marketing, and communication strategies in attempts to craft or control public 

discourse about the alleged crimes. 

If you have any questions, please contact the guest editors for the special issue: Isabel 

Schoultz (isabel.schoultz@soclaw.lu.se) or Jay P. Kennedy (jpk@msu.edu).  You may also 

contact: Anne Alvesalo-Kuusi (anne.alvesalo-kuusi@utu.fi) and Gregg Barak 

(gbarak@emich.edu) , the founding  co-editors. 

 

 

 

Deadline: August 1, 2019 
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