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1. Introduction
In Resolution 1888 (2009), the United Nations Security Council urged Member 
States to investigate and prosecute conflict-related sexual violence and established 
the UN Team of Experts on Rule of Law and Sexual Violence in Conflict (Team of 
Experts) to assist national authorities in this regard. To commemorate the tenth-year 
anniversary of its establishment, the Team of Experts in collaboration with the 
Journal of International Criminal Justice, invites submissions for an upcoming 
special publication on Justice and Accountability for Sexual Violence in Conflict: 
Progress and Challenges in National Efforts to Address Impunity. 
The publication will bring together the experiences of practitioners, academics, 
policymakers and diplomats who have been actively engaged in advancing 
accountability and justice for victims and survivors of conflict-related sexual 
violence through national justice institutions. The special publication will be peer-
reviewed and jointly-edited by the Team of Experts and the Journal of 
International Criminal Justice. A pre-publication meeting may be organized in late 
2019 in New York, and post-publication launch events will be organized in 2020. 

2. Background
The UN Security Council first recognized conflict-related sexual violence as a 
threat to peace and security in Resolution 1325 (2000), and in the same resolution 
urged states to promote accountability and justice for victims and survivors and 
hold perpetrators responsible. In Resolution 1888 (2009), the Security Council 
again urged states to fulfil their responsibility to end impunity, noting that only 
limited numbers of perpetrators of sexual violence have been brought to justice. 
Recognizing that justice systems in conflict and post-conflict situations may have 
been significantly weakened, the Security Council also established the Team of 
Experts to ‘deploy in situations of particular concern … to inter alia, work closely 
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with national legal and judicial officials and other personnel in the relevant 
governments’ civilian and military justice systems to address impunity, including 
by the strengthening of national capacity, and drawing attention to the full range of 
justice mechanisms to be considered’. 

The Team of Experts is based at United Nations Headquarters in New York. Led by 
a Team Leader who reports to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
on Sexual Violence in Conflict, the Team comprises experts from the Department 
of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). This unique ‘co-lead’ structure facilitates a ‘One UN’ 
approach to the fight against impunity for conflict-related sexual violence. 

The Team of Experts works with the consent and cooperation of host governments, 
with the aim of fostering national ownership and responsibility for addressing 
conflict-related sexual violence. Since it became operational in 2011, the Team of 
Experts has worked in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Central African Republic (CAR), 
Colombia, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea (Conakry), 
Iraq, Liberia, Nigeria, Mali, Somalia and South Sudan. In these settings, Member 
States, aid agencies, as well as national and international organizations including 
other UN partners have also provided support for national efforts to combat 
impunity for sexual violence in conflict. Such support has been provided, for 
example, to investigative and judicial personnel, mobile courts, specialized police 
units, legal aid providers and ‘one-stop centres’ for conflict-related sexual violence. 
Assistance has also been provided in the areas of legislative reform, protection of 
victims and witnesses, reparations and security sector oversight. 

Despite these efforts, the number of national investigations and judicial 
proceedings for conflict-related sexual violence remains extremely limited. In fact, 
while the increasing and systematic use of sexual violence by groups such as ISIS 
and Boko Haram has been documented extensively, not a single member of these 
groups has been prosecuted for sexual violence crimes in Iraq or Nigeria. Justice 
for conflict-related sexual violence has also remained largely absent in other 
settings such as the CAR and Sudan (Darfur). 

3. Special Publication



Ten years after the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1888, the special 
publication is an opportunity to look back and to look forward, by reflecting on: 1) 
national investigations and prosecutions for conflict-related sexual violence that 
have been undertaken during the past ten years; 2) challenges and shortcomings in 
investigating and prosecuting conflict-related sexual violence that remain to be 
addressed in the future; and 3) international experiences and efforts that may be 
conducive to improving national investigations and prosecutions for conflict-
related sexual violence. 

Practitioners, academics, policy makers and diplomats are invited to submit papers 
on the following topics, particularly — but by no means exclusively — in relation 
to jurisdictions where the Team of Experts has been engaged (as listed above): 

i. the impact of Security Council resolutions on national efforts to hold 
perpetrators of conflict-related sexual violence accountable; 

ii. innovations, best practices and lessons learned from national investigations 
and prosecutions of conflict-related sexual violence from the past ten 
years; 

iii. legislative reforms relating to the investigation and prosecution of conflict-
related sexual violence; 

iv. the rights of victims and defendants in national judicial proceedings for 
conflict-related sexual violence; 

v. the roles and responsibilities of international actors in national 
investigations and prosecutions for conflict-related sexual violence; 

vi. international experiences and efforts that may serve as substantive or 
procedural best practices for national judicial proceedings for conflict-
related sexual violence; 

vii. independent monitoring of national judicial proceedings for conflict-
related sexual violence; 

viii. inter-disciplinary approaches to national investigations and prosecutions of 
conflict-related sexual violence (such as law and medicine; law and 
technology; law and the social sciences such as psychology, sociology, 
anthropology, etc.); 

ix. new developments in national investigations and prosecutions for sexual 
violence in conflict, for example the nexus between prosecutions for 



sexual violence and prosecutions for terrorism, trafficking in persons and 
the persecution of ethnic and religious minorities; 

x. the relationship between the ICC and national efforts to ensure 
accountability for conflict-related sexual violence. 

4. Timeline
The Team of Experts and the Journal invite submission of Abstracts (400-500 
words) and a brief biography/publication history of contributors on the themes and 
questions described above, or related areas of interest, to reach us by 8 May 2019. 
After a review of the Abstracts, in mid-June, the editors will invite a number of 
contributors to submit full papers of no more than 8000 words (including an 
Abstract and footnotes) by 23 September 2019. All papers submitted to 
the Journalare subject to its double-blind peer review policy: we will hope to have 
a decision for contributors by 30 November 2019. A pre-publication meeting, 
where some of the contributions will be discussed in greater depth, may be 
organized in New York in late 2019. It is expected the Special Issue of 
the Journal will be published as its first issue in March 2020. Post-publication 
events will also be organized in 2020. 
For further information, and any questions, including on the Journal’s style sheet, 
please contact the Journal’s executive editor at jicj@geneva-academy.ch.
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